
 

Country Profile 

The Philippines, Southeast Asia’s oldest democracy, is an important development, trade and 

security partner to the United States. In recent years, the Philippines has made substantial 

economic progress, although one-fifth of the population still lives in extreme poverty. 

Through the Partnership for Growth, a White House initiative implemented in only four 

countries worldwide, the United States and the Philippines collaborate to address the coun-

try’s most serious constraints to lasting equitable growth that benefits all Filipinos. 

USAID’s programs focus on achieving inclusive, sustained and resilient growth through improving economic competitive-

ness and human capacity, strengthening the country’s environmental resilience, and fostering peace and stability in six con-

flict areas in Mindanao. In addition, USAID plays a key role in providing humanitarian assistance in response to disasters. 

OUR WORK 

From 2012 to 2013, the Philippine economy grew at 7 percent annually, and despite recent natural disasters, at 6 percent 

during the first half of 2014. The country’s economic competitiveness ranking has improved substantially since 2010, mov-

ing the country to the top one-third worldwide. Three of the world’s leading credit ratings agencies upgraded the Philip-

pines to an investment-grade rating, underscoring its progress. But with 19.2 percent of Filipinos still living in extreme pov-

erty, much remains to be done to create a more prosperous, stable and well-governed nation.  

A key player in the U.S.-Philippines Partnership for Growth, USAID works with the Government of the Philippines and 

U.S. Government agencies to address the binding constraints to inclusive and sustainable growth in the country, including 

weak governance, inadequate public finance, lack of infrastructure and limited human capacity. USAID also works with U.S. 

Government counterparts to help foster stability through civil-military programs in six conflict areas in Mindanao. Lastly, 

the United States provides a significant amount of disaster relief and recovery support while working closely with the Phil-

ippines to increase the country’s environmental resilience and mitigate the risk and impacts of natural disasters. 

 

P
h
o
to

 c
re

d
it
: 
R

o
n
al

d
 E

n
ad

 /
1
st

 V
al

le
y 

B
an

k 

USAID/Philippines    Country Profile    1 

 

• USAID pioneered mobile phone bank-

ing in the Philippines, which has helped 

connect 12 million Filipinos with finan-

cial services and improve transparency 

in government transactions. 

• USAID’s tuberculosis programs result-

ed in a 92 percent treatment success 

rate in target areas. 

• USAID programs resulted in the con-

servation of over 4.2 million acres of 

forest lands and coastal areas — larger 

than the state of Connecticut.  

• USAID programs helped provide clean 

water and sanitation access to over 

1.5 million Filipinos. 

  



PARTNERSHIP FOR GROWTH 

Through the Partnership for Growth, USAID helps alleviate poverty by improving economic competitiveness and human 

capacity to increase employment opportunities. Programs support businesses in creating more jobs by streamlining the 

business licensing process as well as strengthen the capacity of lead government agencies to curb large-scale corruption in 

government. USAID invests in the next generation’s ability to sustain growth by improving early-grade reading skills for 

one million children and by working with universities to align curricula with industry demands to better prepare students 

for the job market. USAID supports the Philippines’ goal of achieving universal health care by improving access to, and in-

creasing demand for, quality health services in 45 provinces that are home to nearly 75 percent of the population. 

Natural disasters in the Philippines — one of the most disaster prone countries in the world — have been increasing in 

frequency and intensity, especially over the last five years. Losses due to natural disasters have typically amounted to about 

$5 billion annually and disproportionately affect the poor, making the mitigation of natural disasters and their impacts criti-

cal to achieving inclusive growth. USAID helps improve the environmental resilience of the growing economy by strength-

ening local natural resource management and biodiversity conservation, improving the capability of government to imple-

ment low-emission development strategies, and expanding the use of renewable energy sources. 

FOSTERING PEACE AND STABILITY IN MINDANAO 

Seven of the 10 poorest provinces in the Philippines are located on the southern island of Mindanao. Strengthening their 

local governance and increasing socio-economic opportunity are key to achieving inclusive growth and stability in these 

provinces. USAID fosters peace and stability in six conflict areas in Mindanao through governance, economic growth, 

health, education, water and natural resource management programs. These programs focus on improving local govern-

ments’ capacity to deliver basic public services and strengthen communities’ engagement in decision-making.  

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

The U.S. Government has provided more than $190 million in disaster assistance to the Philippines over the last 10 years. 

Nearly 75 percent of that amount has been provided since November 2013 to help the Philippines recover from the dev-

astating effects of Typhoon Haiyan. During the storm’s immediate aftermath, USAID and the U.S. military provided emer-

gency relief to some three million people. USAID’s long-term recovery activities include rebuilding schools and health clin-

ics, investing in livelihood activities, and supporting the Philippine government’s national recovery planning and coordina-

tion efforts.  

CONTACTS

Mission  

Gloria D. Steele, Mission Director 

USAID/Philippines, U.S. Embassy 

Annex 2 Building, 1201 Roxas Boulevard, Ermita 

Manila, Philippines 1000 

Phone: (632) 301-6000  E-mail: infoph@usaid.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Headquarters 

Brian Levey, Desk Officer 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC, USA 20523 

Phone: (202) 712-1199  E-mail: blevey@usaid.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USAID is helping to battle global climate change 

and conserve the Philippines’ biodiversity and 

natural resources.  Photo credit: USAID 

USAID is helping Typhoon Haiyan-affected areas 

build back better with disaster-resilient schools 

and medical facilities.  Photo credit: USAID Rebuild 
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